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and one who later, I think, traduced her, pretend-
ing that she had been his mistress as quite a
young girl. I do not think this is true, because
of what we know of Wyatt's character and what
we know of her own, which was frigid and deter-
mined to make the most of every opportunity.
There was nothing impulsive about her. She
would not have ruined her chances by yielding
to a man in Wyatt's position.
It was probably as early as this time, 1521,
that the King, who was then a man of thirty,
began to consider her. He probably also had
about that time, and certainly immediately after-
wards, given up living with his legitimate wife,
Catherine, although there was no outward sem-
blance of any breach between them. He had
already had other adventures, and that illegitimate
son borne to him by Elizabeth Blount, a
lady who had been an old playmate of his in
early youth. We have seen also how he had
taken Anne's sister Mary for a mistress and
discarded her. I have said that this point should
especially be borne in mind, because it helps to
explain the way in which Anne, who seems to
have had much more will power than her sister,
attracted him. He was evidently drawn to the
family type.
We must presume, of course, that Henry at
this early stage did not intend marriage. He